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Corridor Improvement Project
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PN EditorFriday, June 8, 2018
U.S. DOT points to private-public partnership as example to fix America’s
infrastructure… as shown in this Amtrak YouTube video that defines the CREATE
Program to reduce delays.

Editor’s Update, June 18, 2018 / According to our online view analysis, this page is receiving
considerable activity today. The new schedule for Metra could be the reason. Also note that
according to the Metra website, the last day to purchase a Monthly Pass (July) will be June 20,
2018, and the last day to purchase a 10-Ride Ticket will be June 30, 2018. “This action is part
of a continuing effort by Metra to identify ways to reduce expenses.  See alternate purchasing
options here.”

Click here for a link to Riding Metra to Wrigley Field and many other destinations…
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WASHINGTON (June 8, 2018) – Gov. Rauner and the partners on the 75th Street Corridor
Improvement Project were recognized today by U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao
for bringing together multiple public and private sector partners to advance a major local
project that will improve the flow of goods and people throughout the United States. 

“The 75th Street Corridor Improvement Project is a prime example of how multiple partners
working across industry and government can achieve big results for taxpayers,” Rauner said.
“We are proud of the teamwork that is making this project possible, but even prouder of the
positive impact it will have not just for Chicago and Illinois, but for the entire country.”

“These grants empower states and communities to make significant long-term infrastructure
improvements that will shape transportation and mobility for decades to come,” said Secretary
Chao.

At the event in Washington, the Secretary officially announced the $132 million award to Illinois
from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Infrastructure for Rebuilding America program
for the 75th Street project on Chicago’s South Side. The funding leverages additional private
and public contributions for a total investment of $474 million – including $111 million from the
Illinois Department of Transportation – to fix the country’s most complex and complicated
segment of railroad.

Total contributions toward $474 million investment include…

$132 million from U.S. DOT

$111 million from IDOT

$116 million from the freight railroads

$78 million from Cook County

$23 million from Metra

$9 million from the City of Chicago

$5 million from Amtrak.

Unique partnership will improve service for rail commuters & freight rail
costumers
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“This unique partnership improves service for both Chicagoland rail commuters as well as
freight rail customers across the country,” said Ed Hamberger, president and CEO of the
American Association of Railroads. “By leveraging the private-sector investments of the freight
railroads with funds from Metra, Amtrak, state, city, county and federal funds, the goals of both
the private and public-sector partners can be achieved. Today’s funding, combined with
existing partner commitments, will put shovels in the ground to improve the flow of rail traffic
through the city and the nation.”

“As the newest member of the CREATE Program, I am grateful for U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Infrastructure For Rebuilding America Grant,” said Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle. “My administration has prioritized supporting our region’s role as
North America’s freight capital and this $132 million enables improved freight and passenger
mobility for the most congested rail bottleneck in Cook County and the nation. Creating
additional capacity for rail will enable businesses to move their products to market in the U.S.
and overseas efficiently and support thousands of jobs.”

“Funding the 75th Street CIP represents an incredible opportunity to improve the flow of rail
traffic for the entire northeast Illinois region, reducing delays for Metra riders by eliminating a
major bottleneck for both commuter and freight trains,” said Metra CEO and Executive Director
Jim Derwinski. “We’re grateful for the support of our Illinois Congressional Delegation who
clearly recognize the value of this project to the region’s economy and quality of life.”

“Transportation is not just Chicago’s historic strength; it is our competitive advantage for the
future,” said Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “Federal investments in Chicago’s rail system,
roadways, waterways and airports create jobs for Chicago residents, strengthen our economy
and benefit the entire country. I want to thank all the local, state and federal partners, and the
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passenger and freight railroads, who came together to move full steam ahead on modernizing
Chicago’s rail system.”

Amtrak video goes a long way toward explaining this project

“This grant award is further proof of the power of partnerships: local, state and federal
governments working with Amtrak, Metra and the freight railroads through the CREATE
Program,” said Amtrak Senior Director Ray Lang. “Amtrak contributed both dollars and
expertise to this grant application and under the State of Illinois’ leadership, this is a big step in
untangling the 75th Street Corridor, as shown in this Amtrak video.”

The 75th Street corridor is the worst rail bottleneck in the country, yet one quarter of the
country’s freight rail originates, terminates or passes through it. Additionally, more than 30
Metra trains and 10 Amtrak trains traverse the corridor daily, resulting in severe congestion
and delays. 

“There is no more important freight project in the nation,” said Joseph Szabo, executive
director of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning. “By eliminating conflicts for some
two million-plus freight cars each year, the 75th Street Corridor Improvement Program will
benefit the city’s, region’s and nation’s economies.”

The corridor improvement project will eliminate multiple conflict points and increase capacity,
leading to an estimated $3.8 billion in economic value, as well as providing mobility, air quality
and safety benefits. The project is considered the linchpin of the Chicago Region
Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program.

“The 75th Street project is a blueprint for how to help solve our infrastructure needs going
forward,” said Illinois Transportation Secretary Randy Blankenhorn. “By thinking big and
working together, we can begin to build a world-class system of transportation for the people
of Illinois.”

Other news reports from IDOT say the project is expected to take two years to finish. 

Story submitted by the Office of the Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner / PN File Photos
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